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Literacy



Monday
LO: To explore similes and metaphors.
Similes and metaphors are poetic techniques that let us compare two different things in a descriptive way. Here 
are some examples:

Similes
I was standing perfectly still, like a statue.
The cafeteria stew was as tasteless as mud.
By tomorrow, our house will be as clean as a whistle.
Metaphors
My sister likes to go to bed early, but I’m a night owl.
You’re such a chicken.
Life is a roller coaster of emotions.

Have you noticed the difference between similes and metaphors? A simile uses the word “like” or “as” to help 
make the comparison. (You can remember this by how the word simile looks like the word “similar.”) On the other 
hand, a metaphor directly compares two things by saying that one actually is the other.

Task:
Write 5 different similes about yourself. Here is one example: When it’s time for dinner, I’m as hungry as a tiger!
Then, change your similes into metaphors. Your example might look like this: Last night at dinner, I was a tiger 
attacking my food!
Now look at the similes and metaphors that you have created. Which of your ideas works best as a metaphor? 
Which ones work best as a simile? Explain why you think so.



Tuesday LO: To explore alliteration and assonance.
Alliteration is when a writer repeats the consonant sounds at the beginnings of words. For example, in 
“My puppy punched me in the eye,” the words “puppy punched” are alliterative because they both 
begin with “p.”

Assonance is when a writer repeats the vowel sounds in the stressed syllables of words. For example, 
in the line ”My rabbit whacked my ear,” the words “rabbit whacked” are an example of assonance 
because they both contain a “short a” sound on the stressed syllable.

Alliteration and assonance do not have to have the same letters; just the same sounds. So for 
example, “falling phone” is  alliterative and “flying high” is assonant, because they repeat the same 
sounds even though they don’t repeat the same letters.

Task:
Read the following poem.
Underline the alliterative words in each line.
Circle the assonant words in each line.
Hint: Sometimes words can be both alliterative and assonant.



Wednesday LO: To explore onomatopoeia.

Onomatopoeia refers to words that sound exactly or almost exactly like the thing that they represent. Many 
words that we use for animal or machine noises are onomatopoeia words, such as “moo” for the sound a cow 
makes and “beep-beep” for the noise of a car horn. Words like “slurp,” “bang,” and “crash” are also 
onomatopoeia words. Even some ordinary words like “whisper” and “jingling” are considered onomatopoeia 
because when we speak them out loud, they make a sound that is similar to the noise that they describe.

Task 1:
In each poem, circle all of the onomatopoeia words that you see. If you have trouble finding the onomatopoeia 
word, try reading the poem out loud.
The Bells (by Edgar Allan Poe)
Hear the sledges with the bells—
Silver bells!
What a world of merriment their melody foretells!
How they tinkle, tinkle, tinkle,
In the icy air of night!

Fossils (by Ogden Nash)
At midnight in the museum hall
The fossils gathered for a ball
There were no dreams or saxophones,
But just the clatter of their bones…



Task 2:
Here is a short list of onomatopoeia words. Choose three words from the list and use them to write 
your own poem. It’s okay to use a different version of the word in the list. For example, if you choose 
“boom,” you might use one of these instead: booms, boomed, booming.

zap
gurgle
achoo
boom
jingle
clanging
fizz
pop
hiss
rattle
vroom
smash



Thursday
LO: To write a riddle.
A riddle is a statement or a question with a hidden meaning that forms a puzzle to be solved.  A 
“riddle rhyme” is a riddle that is written in the form of a poem. 
It’s a good idea to look at some riddles before you start to write your own, so you can get a feel for 
the way they work. Visit:
https://www.poetry4kids.com/lessons/writing-riddles/

Task:
Writing a riddle is the reverse of solving a puzzle – you have to start with the answer.  So first, 
choose something to write about (objects or animals). Once you know the solution, you have to 
think of the clues that will lead someone to guess it.  Imagine you are that thing and describe 
yourself.
You can use sentences such as:
I look like…
I sound like…
You find me…
I have…
I am…
I feel…
Try to use your imagination and think of creative descriptions – if something is round like a ball, you 
could say ‘shaped like the earth’, or ‘a fat circle’. When you are feeling ready, you can try and add a 
second part to the sentences, which starts with ‘but’.

https://www.poetry4kids.com/lessons/writing-riddles/


My Puppy Punched Me In the Eye

My puppy punched me in the eye.
My rabbit whacked my ear.
My ferret gave a frightful cry
and roundhouse kicked my rear.

My lizard flipped me upside down.
My kitten kicked my head.
My hamster slammed me to the ground
and left me nearly dead.

So my advice? Avoid regrets;
no matter what you do,
don’t ever let your family pets
take lessons in kung fu.

- Kenn Nesbitt



Friday
LO: To write a traditional nursery rhyme.

Types of nursery rhymes:
- Tell a story 
- Stories about animals
- Stories about characters
- Counting rhymes
- Rhymes about objects

For examples of types of nursery rhymes, visit 
https://www.poetry4kids.com/lessons/how-to-write-a-traditional-nursery-rhyme/

Task:
Now that you’ve seen the different types of nursery rhymes you can write, it’s your turn to 
try one on your own. First decide what kind of rhyme you’d like to create — a counting 
rhyme, or a rhyme about an animal, a character, or a thing — and then see where your 
imagination and your pencil can take you!

https://www.poetry4kids.com/lessons/how-to-write-a-traditional-nursery-rhyme/

